WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

Autism is a spectrum order that affects 1 in every 70 children
born in Broward County. Autism presents differently in
almost every child; given 100 children with autism, it is
unlikely any two would have the exact same symptoms; and

Autism is a neurological disorder which affects social,
communicative, and behavioral areas of functioning. It is the
third - most common developmental disability, affecting
1,500,000 individuals nationwide; and

every 55 minutes a child is diagnosed with Autism in this
country. Recently, the spectrum has widened to allow more
children treatment under the ASD umbrella, this will certainly
play a part in the number of children diagnosed and treated.
In Broward County Public Schools there are over 2,000
children with Autism attending schools each year. Pompano
Beach has one of the top Autism Clusters; and

although a cure for Autism has not been found, persons with
Autism can be helped to reach their greatest potential.
Accurate, early diagnosis, and the resulting appropriate
education and intervention are vital to the future growth and
development of the individual; and

Autism is a complex disability that requires increased
research to one day find a cure and prevention; and greater
recognition and understanding to ensure that individuals with
Autism living in Pompano Beach and all other Americans
with Autism are accurately diagnosed and appropriately
treated throughout their lives.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED that |, Lamar Fisher,

Mayor of the City of Pompano Beach, on behalf of the City Commission do
hereby proclaim the month of April 2011 as:

“NATIONAL AUTISM AWARENESS MONTH”

in Pompano Beach, Florida.

2" day of April, 2011.

o

LAMAR FISHER
MAYOR
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WHEREAS: Horses For Heroes is a unique horse therapy, wellness and
vocational rehabilitation program based in Santa Fe, NM and
free to Veterans and active military who have sustained
physical injuries or combat trauma (PTSD) during their time
serving our country; and

WHEREAS: the mission of Horses for Heroes is to provide a unique
environment and opportunity in which OIF and OEF
{Operation Iraqi Freedom and Operation Enduring Freedom
— Afghanistan) Veterans and all Veterans can Recuperate,
Recreate and Reintegrate into society and give them a new
perspective so that they can reach their life goals; and

WHEREAS: Bit-By-Bit Therapeutic Riding Center developed a Horses for
Heroes program at the City of Pompano Beach Sand and
Spurs Equestrian Park to help veterans with physical and
emotional scars heal from the ravages of war; and

WHEREAS: the use of horses for therapy is instrumental in that they can
help their rider to improve strength, balance, coordination,
confidence, coping skills and assist in regaining the ability to
trust; and

WHEREAS: this program is conducted by national NARHA standards of
practice and highly educated instructors and physical,
occupational, and speech therapists possess unique training
to be able to provide very highly specialized care to our
veterans; and

WHEREAS: this is a non-profit organization that depends heavily on
financial donations to ease the burden on the riders and their
families.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED that I, Lamar Fisher, Mayor

of the City of Pompano Beach, on behalf of the City Commission would like to

recognize this program and proclaim April 12", 2011 as:

“Horses For Heroes Program Day”

in Pompano Beach, Florida.

is 12" day of April, 2011.

MARFISHER
MAYOR



